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and he gives them the choice of several cities fit for their purpose, one particularly on the coast of the Keel Sea, all which they refuse for many comical reasons. He tells them the happiness of living among the birds; they are much pleased with the liberty and simplicity of it; and Pisthetserus, a shrewd old fellow, proposes a scheme to improve it, and make them a far more powerful and considerable nation.
Scene 4.
Epops is struck with the project, and calls up his consort, the nightingale, to summon all his people together with her voice. They sing a fine ode: the birds come flying down, at first one by one, and'perch here and there about the scene; and at last the chorus in a whole body, come hopping, and fluttering, and twittering in.
Scene 5.
At the sight of the two men, they are in great tumult, and think that their king has betrayed them to the enemy. They determine to tear the two old men to pieces, draw themselves up in battle-array, and are giving the word to fall on. Euelpides and Pisthetserus, in all the terrours of death, after upbraiding each the other for bringing him into such distress, and trying in vain to escape, assume courage from mere despair, seize upon the kitchen-furniture which they had brought with them, and armed with pipkins for helmets, and with spits for lances, they present a resolute front to the enemy's phalanx.